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The Penn Treebank is licensed data.  (UGA’s copy cost about $2400 and you are not 
permitted to make copies for use elsewhere.)  We store it in 
\\AIHV\NLP\PENN_TREEBANK_3.  The TXT directory contains it in the form of normal 
Windows text files. 
 
The Treebank was created at the University of Pennsylvania.  Human experts were hired to 
tag and parse several large corpora of English text:  the Brown Corpus of samples of a wide 
variety of English-language writing, a large corpus from the Wall Street Journal, and a large 
corpus of telephone conversations (“the Switchboard Corpus”), and a small set of airline-
related queries. 
 
The symbols used for syntactic categories are different than in most other work.  For 
example, a noun is NN, not N.  See chart on next page. 
 
Here is part of one of the tagged files. 
Noun phrases have been marked with [ ] but no other syntactic structure is shown. 
 
[ They/PRP ] 
have/VB also/RB led/VBN  
[ the/DT nation/NN ] 
in/IN  
[ the/DT direction/NN ] 
of/IN  
[ a/DT welfare/NN state/NN ] 
./. 
 
Here is the same material, parsed: 
 
( (S  
    (NP-SBJ (PRP They) ) 
    (VP (VB have)  
      (ADVP (RB also) ) 
      (VP (VBN led)  
        (NP (DT the) (NN nation) ) 
        (PP (IN in)  
          (NP  
            (NP (DT the) (NN direction) ) 
            (PP (IN of)  
              (NP (DT a) (NN welfare) (NN state) )))))) 
    (. .) )) 
  



 


